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C L A S S
A C T I V I T I E S

3RD GRADE  

Satch and Me

LITERACY MINDSET

Students will engage in activities that build 
foundational skills while practicing speaking, 
listening, and writing skills.

Reading with Expression
Look at Chapter 18 and focus on the paragraph that starts with “ ‘But, 
Flip,’ I said desperately...” 

Model good fluency by reading the paragraph aloud to students and 
then practice with an echo (students repeat sentence by sentence after you). Then move 
to choral reading. Finally, have your students practice fluently expressing sentences in the 
paragraph independently.

Understanding Accents
In Chapter 2, Flip enters the dugout and a conversation ensues. Demonstrate the way the 
author uses diction to help the reader understand the Brooklyn accent as Flip might use it. Point 
out words like gettin’, y’know, prob’bly, woulda, and fuhgetaboutit. Discuss the spelling and 
pronunciation differences. 

Work with students in a whole-group setting on how to correctly pronounce those words and 
speak in the manner Flip would (pacing, emphasis, etc). Put students in small groups to practice 
reading aloud in the different roles of Flip, Joey, the other boys. Have each student take the role 
of Flip.

Opinion Writing Prompt
Present the statement: Joe should not have left Flip behind. 

As a class, brainstorm reasons that support this opinion. Then have the students choose three 
reasons they think best support the opinion. Have your students list the reasons from strongest 
to weakest.
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Historical Person or Event Research
Tell your students to pretend Joe is a friend of theirs and that he has offered to take them back in time for 
one trip. Ask your students to brainstorm who they would want to visit or an event in American history that 
they would like to experience. Have your students 

• research the person or event they choose and

• find the picture they would give to Joe for him to use to take them back in time. 

Tell your students to be prepared to explain why they chose the person or event.

Write an Epilogue
Remind your students that Flip, Laverne, and Laverne’s father don’t have a great relationship. Have your 
students write an epilogue explaining what happens between these three in the years that follow the gun 
scene at the ballpark. Remind your students that an epilogue provides a sense of closure, so the reader has 
no questions as to what happened in their relationship.

Point of View Writing
Have your students choose a chapter and rewrite the events from a different character’s perspective. For 
example, students can write from Satch’s or Josh’s point of view in Chapter 16. Ask your students to revise, 
edit, and elaborate as appropriate to make their writing the best it can be.

Jim Crow Laws Research
Assign your students to small groups of four. Have each group research how African Americans were treated 
during the Jim Crow Laws during the segregation era. One student should research discriminatory laws, another 
should research educational and job discriminations, another should research religious and social discrimination, 
and the fourth can research entertainment discrimination (sports, movies, songs, etc.) 

Have each group bring together their research and create a presentation to share what they learned about 
Jim Crow laws.

Jackie Robinson Discussion
Have your students watch this brief video about Jackie Robinson: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CX3tv9uKj1I. After you watch the video once, tell your students you are going to watch the video 
again. Ask them to write down two questions they have about the information presented in the video while 
they watch it a second time. Discuss the questions and possible answers in a whole- or small-group setting.

Negro League Player Presentation
Have students create an Adobe Spark presentation (free presentation software) utilizing both images and 
audio about a real Negro League player mentioned in Satch and Me. The presentation should be a basic 
biography including images of the player and information about their personal history as well as what led 
them to baseball.

This video explains Adobe Spark: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=13GeagdhG6Q
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